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A Serious VINDICATION 


2 Treaty fora 
General PEACE. 
8 H E WI N G 
The Reaſorghleneſs, and even Ne- 


ceflity, there was for ſuch a 
PROCEDURE. 
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of Her MAI ES Ty and Her 
MINIS T ERS Conſenting to 


wr” 


HAT Peace is indeed one 
of the greateſt Bleſſings 
that Heaven can beſt ow 
on any State; that it is 
a the Parent of Plenty, and 
| Fo mam of all Riches and Happinels, 
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is what every one will readily allow, 
we all beg it of God in our Daily 
een = all Parnes openly profeſs, 

the great End of the War is the ob- 
ining a firm and laſting Peace; ſo that 
bir only Queſtion in Diſpute between us is, 
. Whether or no we have now an Oppor- 
tunity of obtaining chis End of our Deſires, 
whether Things are really brought to that 


happy Paſs, that we may be Rich and 


Quiet once again with Security; or whe- 
ther it be ſlill abſolutely neceſſary to carry 
on the War, which has already dra d us 
of ſo many Men, and -fuch vaſt Treaſures, 
if we would be {ure of what remains. 


2. The better to determine' this great 
8 ie, it will be neceſſary to look 
back and ſee what were the Reaſons upon 
whigh thig-War was undertaken, and it-we 


can prove that all the a. we then pro- 
be *E-Qually 


poſed to'ourfelves may no 


ſerved, if we are not wanting to our ſelves, 
I hope we ſhall no longer continue to tempt 


Providence, by neglecting the true Iſe of 
thoſe Glorious Advantages it has already 
; bleſſed us with, in hopes to meet with ſtill 
: greater; or to ſerve the Ends of a} few 
_ Deſigning Men among us, whoſe Infereſt 
it is that we ſhould never haye Leiſure and 


Quiet 


5 

Quiet enough to take Notice df the 
Plunders they have made on the Pub- 
TE SIR BEATS © | 
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of which, we thought ourſelves bound to 
venture our Lives and Fortunes in this 
long and expenfive War, wete Religion, 
Liberty, and Trade, and to keep the 


Ballance of Europe ſo even, that no Neigh- 


bouring Power ſhould ever be able to 


wreſt either of theſe' out of our Hands. 
But all theſe we found to be in imminent. 


Danger from the Exorbirant Power of 
France, who was already grown ſo great, 
that her Neighbours had too much Rea- 
ſon to look upon her with Feat and 
Trembling, eſpecially ſince by the Acqui- 
ſition of Spair and the Indies, ſhe almoſt 
ſeem'd poſſeſs'd of what ſhe had ſo long 


thirſted after, even Univerſal Etnpire. We | 
of this Nation found ourſelves more par- 


ticularly concerned in this Quartel, ſhe 
Having ſo notoriouſly affronted ue, in 
Proclaiming a Perſon whom we know not, 
and who ſtands excluded by our Laws to 
Reign over us; One who is à Profeſs d 
Papiſt, and whoſe pretended Father 
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loſt his Crown by endeavouring to en- 
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3. The chief Things for the Secuffty 
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dave us. High Time indeed it was for 
us to beſtir Surſelves | in Defence of all 
that is deareſt to us; and he would be 
the baſeſt of Traitors to his Country, 
that ſhould defire to ſheath his Sword, 


till we had it in our Power, ſo to bumble 


the Proud Tyrant, that he ſhould. REVer 
be able to hurt us any more. 


4. But now let us ask, Have — 
not already done this, by the great 
Mercy of Divine Providence? Have - 


not over and over defeated his Armies, 


taken his ſtrong Forts, and forced 
him. to beg of us that Peace which 
he once boaſted that he only could give 


to Europe 2 Let us conſider this Matter 


a little more cloſely z our Conqueſts. in 


Flanders alone have been ſo great, that 
we have provided ourſelves a Barrier 

ſofkcjent to defend our Neighbours, | the 

Dutch, from any Inſults, or if we think 


not that enough, we are, able to take] i it 
by Force; and our Enemies know it ſo 


well, that they have choſen rather to treat 


with us about 8 ſtill more, than 
to contend with us any longer. And be- 


cauſe Dankirk in Particular is a great Eyes 
ſore and Annoyance to us, that Town is 
oflet d to be Diſmantled for our greater 

Secu- 
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Security. The great Progreſs of our Arms 
in thoſe Parts only, has put us into a Cons 


dition to make our own Terms, and fully 


provide for the Defence of ourſelves, and 
our Neighbours alſo, if thoſe can ever be 
fatisfied, with Peace; that enrich themſelves 
by the War. OS | 


. I would himbly offer it to the Conſi- 
deration of any one that underſtands what 
the Ballance of Europe means, whether 
the Queen of England has it not now in 
her Hands? And that we all Know, was 
what we ever profeſſed' to Deſire; as the 
very Top of our Hopes and Expectations. 
i was never deſigu d, by the Fall of one 
Power, to make the other too Great, nor 
can it ever be for our Intereſt. The Houſe 
of Aaſtria proſeſſes the ſame Religion with 
that of Bourbon, and we all know the Pow- 
er of the Jeſuits over them both; and both 


Houſes have been equally zealous in main- 
raining the Catholick Faith, as they call 


it, and equally bloody and: cruel in their 
Endeavours to extirpate the Northern He- 
reſy; ſo that what Side ſoever gains too 
large a ſhare of Power, we are ſure to be in 
Danger 3 and our greateſt Security confiſts 
in being able to turn the Scale by our own 
Additional Weight, and the weakeſt Cauſe 
* A 4 England 
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England has always thought ãt her Intereſt 
to eſpouſe. At preſent We have not the 
{ame Reaſon, never to put up our Swords 
without the Reſtitution of; the whole Mo- 
narchy of Spain, that we had before, ſince 
we have now ſeen King Charles Elected 
Emperor; and Ialways thought that Spain 
and Germany, under the Subjection of one 
Perſon, might nſake in Time as terrible 
a Figure as France and Spain in one Fa- 
„ evi no 10 S008 7775 905 


6. The Offers made us of Naples, Sicily, 
and Sardinia, the: Dukedom of Milan, and 


| the Spaniſh Netherlands, altho' not ſo great 


as we might have accepted of once, yet are 


not to be thought contemptible; and it ſuf- 


ficiently ſhows the Weakneſs of the Enemy, 
that he is: willing to part with ſuch Jewels 


as cheſe from his Crown. I do not pre- 


tend to give my, Opinion concerning the 


Terms upon which a Peace ought to be 


made; let that be leſt to our Superiors; 


but this I ſay, that ſince theſe large Con- 


ceſſions ſhew that it is in our Power to write 


in a Manner our own Conditions, we ought 
not wholly to {light ſuch Propoſals, but at 


leaſt enter on ſome further Treaty about 


the many other Points which are to be ſet- 
ted 2 Deſpiſing ſuch Op portunities has been 
LET. a4 more 
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more than once the Occaſion” of their irre- 
coverable- Loſs; and many a Victorious 
Prince has blaſted all his Hopes and Expecta- 
tions by not being able to ſet Bounds to 
them, and ruin'd. himſelf by grafping fill 
at mere. Indeed to any one that conſiders 
that there is an Over-ruling Providence, 
that an infinitely Wiſe and Juſt God is the 
Diſpoſer of all Things, and eſpecially of 
Crowns and Scepters, and that all War is 
an Appeal to his Juſtice and Power; I ſay, 
to any one that ſeriouſly conſiders this, it 
will appear, that without a Reflection on 
the Divine Equity, theſe Things muft ge- 
nerally beſo. When a War is undertaken 
upon good Grounds, out of meer Neceſſi- 
ty, for our own Preſervation, and not out 
of Choice, or Boundleſs Ambition, and an 
evil Deſire of oppreſſing our Neighbours, 
and enriching ourſelves by their Spoils, 
to ſuch a Juſt Cauſe as this, Heaven is al- 
ways ready to lend its Aſſiſtance, as we 
of this Nation have often and moſt won. 
derfully experienc'd. in ſo many Signal Pre. 
ſervations of our Religion and Liberties, 
when in the utmoſt Danger. But for all 
this a good Cauſe may in time prove a 
bad one by being carried too far, and 
made at laſt only a Specious Pretence for 
evil Deſigus; and then very often we we 
F | ; cen 
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ſeen the Hand of God, as it were, viſibly 


tuyn' itfelf againſt thoſe for whom it Had 
beo ſd often obtain'd the Victöfy. 1 


ici 
ure tobe found” Meg in Aneient and Moder 
Hiſtory,” but hall at preſent take Notice 
of but one, and that in our own Days. 
Thete were few. of us; I believe, büt what 
eartily pitled the Yo ouns K. of Swede 
_— at firſt attack'd by Poland Guben 
juſt Provocatiori; and we ſaw with 
Sarisfachi on for ſome Time that all the 
Troubles of that Brave Prince ſervd only 
to ilaftrate his Virtues", and make him 
more plainly appear ro all the World the 
Heroe that ie really was: We faw him 
blefſed with a long arid uninterrupted Courſe 
df Sucteſs, iti that he for@d his In- 
vader to accept of a Diſhonourable- Peace; 
and not content with this, carried his vi- 
Rorious Army into the Heart of Muſtovy, 
his Ambition being ſo much enlarg'd by 
his good Fortune, that he hardly knew 
himſelf the utmoſt Bounds of his Delires; 
and Europe began to look upon him with 


Jealous Eyes, as aſpiring at Unlimited 


Power ; when behold how Sudden and 
how Great was his Fall! He that in the 
Morning was the Terror of the Northevs 
World, knew not at Night where to lay 

his 
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bis Head; be a his Army routed, aft 
himſelf forced to fly to the Tur for Shelter; 
in whoſe Country he yet remains an Un- 
fortutiate Exile, and muſt be beholding to 
Mahometan Generoſity for a Return into 
his own Country. Such is the Viciffitude 
and Uncertainty of the Fortune of War ; 
ſo little Reaſon has. any Potentate to be 
puff'd up and fluſh'd with Succeſs, much 
leſs togrow Haughty, and Froperious, and 
Thirky, after more Blood. 


7. That our Religion and Liberifes may 
now by ar Henourable Peace be perfeAly 
ſecured, and put out of all Danger, is very 
plain, from che preſent Weakneſs of France, 
and the Offers ſhe makes of ſuch Towns as 
when in our Hands will prove effeuat 
Bridles to reſtrain her, ſhould ſhe ever a- 
gain attempt to enflave us; and as for 
the Pretender, we have | nothing at all 
to fear from. him, he being to be Baniſh- 
ed out of the French King 5 Territories,” 
and put entirely our of his rotection; ſo 
that E I Have no Refuge to flee unto, ar. 
leaft 2% Ho) es of ever obtaining the Crown; 


unleſs a Seditious Party amongſt us ſhould. | 


grow too Powerful, thoſe 1 mean, Who, 
notwithſtanding all their Cry 2 againſt the 
true Loyaliſts, are now very ready to own 
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to ſay; ſo I doubt nor but the Wiſdorn of. 


__ "Greateſt 
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Greateſt: Merchants, and brought our 
Richeſt Citizens to Nothing. Indeed, not 
only our Traders, but the Whole Nation, 
are ſad Sufferers, and it were high Time 
to put an End to our heavy Taxes and Im- 
poſitions, ſince we may do it with Honour 
and Safsty; now is the Time, while we 
have the Blefſed Opportuuity, which no 


Man knows.how ſoon it may pleaſe God to 


wreſt out of our Hands. 


9. I know there are thoſe who are for 
making quite another Uſe: of the Advan- 
tages we at preſent enjoy, are for going 
to Paris directly, and dethroning the 
French King, with as much Eaſe as a Man 
can enter an Houſe when all the Doors 
ſtand wide open. But let me ask theſe 
Gentlemen, are ye able to do this? Have 
vou actually open'd all the Gates of France ? 
Or are there many Iron Doors ſtill faſt 
Barr'd and Lock d, which it will coſt the 
Lives of many Thouſands of our Brethren 
to take Poſſeſſion of? No, they can't 
ſay this is already done, but it may, 

and will be, in another Campaign, or in 
Twoat leaſt; but are you ſure, Gentlemen, 
of what you ſay? I remember ſo we talk d 
Eour or Five Years ago; take One Town 
more, and we are in the Heart of _— 


* we 


hes Hong) perform d? We have loſt | 


ſeſſion of his Throne. much 


[ 14 ] 
broke of, talk'd When the = Freaty wag 


and great Things were promis d 
t we — cominue the \ var; bye what 


dance of Blood and Treafure fiqop,” and 
have talen a few Towns in one Place, 
and loſt Whole Provinces in another, and 


are ſo far from being in a better State than 


we were, that we have Reaſon to fear we 


ſhall never be able to obtain ſuch Condi- 


tions of Peace as were then offer'd; and 
God knows how ſoon we may loſe the 
Advantages we now have, fince we are 
ſo untbankhul N to > be _ dure wh 


Beg 


10. But tr: all, * ppoſe i in ee or 
Thees Years Time we ond depoſe the 
Tyrant of Frame;. renew our Old Pre- 
tenſions to his Dominions, and take 'Poſ- 
Queſtion 
awhether all this would turn to the Advan- 
tages of an Exgliſbman ; and it ſeems more 
Jikely,. that after ſuch a Conqueſt the 
Engliſh Dourt ſhould be remoyid to Paris, 
than the Continent ſhould remain a Pro- 
vince to our Hland, as Ireland does at pre. 
ent ; but of this by the by, ſince no ſuch 


Thing is ever likely to happen, nor was 


the War undertaken with any ſuch De- 
Sn. ä 11. But 
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a Separate 1208 1 
and be ſufficie 1 
nothing will be done. „ 

f 
Pay Impover n cee 3 
yy Enrich'd by the War, it ſhould be con- # 


will be loth to continue the War without 
Us, 2 2 - * "i : = WE 5 


f | F4 
12. We have been ſufficiently drain'd, 
both of Men and Money in this Long 
and Bloody War; and no True Engliſb- 
man there is but deſires a Peace on Safe and 
Honourable Terms. Now it is in our Power 
to command, our own Conditions, let us 
then be Wiſe and lay hold of the Happy 
Opportunity, which may be fo loſt, as 
never to be regain d, if we (light it now. 


Poſt eſt Occafis Calva, is a Good Old Bro: 
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verb, and we have often foung it 1 5 by 
our own: Experience. IH A 

in our Power to be Happy 1 
God has Bleſſed our Armies ittr; Suetely,” 
that we have nothing leſt to bes ek him, 
but that he would ſo diſpoſe the Heals 
of all Parties concern d, that we 
Fain 8; Safe and' Honourable Ps bac 
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